


	 
	 Registered Charity Number: 514610 

	
	[image: MGS logo]Midland Geotechnical Society
Meeting Notice

	[image: University-of-Birmingham-logo]
	

	
	www.midlandgeotechnicalsociety.org.uk 

	
Thank you to the Sponsors of the Society for their Support:
 
Patron Sponsors
Aecom
Applied Geology
Arcadis
Arup 
Igne
Geotechnics
Huesker
WSP
Supporting Sponsors
GIP Ltd
M&J Drilling Services
Cundall
Mott MacDonald

Contact Us
Honorary Secretary: Scott O’Neill-Gwilliams

scott.oneill@mottmac.com

Tel:  07813029164


Meeting Venue
University of Birmingham, Engineering Building (Y3)
Refreshments 6-6.30pm Room G37
Talk 6.30-8.00pm Lecture Theatre G34
The lecture will be recorded and made available via the members area of the website.
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Meeting Venue
University of Birmingham, Engineering Building (Y3)
Refreshments 6-6.30pm Room G37
Talk 6.30-8.00pm Lecture Theatre G31
The lecture will be recorded and made available via the members area of the website.
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Monday 13th April 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk92453032]Concept Design: The Repurposing of Cigarette Packets
Ian Webber, Coffey Geotechnics

Abstract
The use of high-end numerical methods such as Finite Element, Finite Difference and Boundary Element analysis have become common place in many design offices. These methods are particularly useful for optimising and checking detailed designs. However, for the development and comparison of design solutions it is important to quickly develop concept designs without resorting to complex analysis.
This lecture concentrates on methods to quickly assess concept designs to allow comparative pricing. The use of design charts and simple analysis allows for the feasibility of design solutions to be determined.
The lecture considers the applicability of rules of thumb and presents design methods that euphemistically fit onto the back of envelopes or cigarette packages.
Despite its title, the lecture relies heavily on work done by Rankine and Glossop lecturers.

Speaker
Ian Webber is a consultant and former director of Coffey Geotechnics Limited based in Harrogate with more than 40 years of experience of geotechnical design. Since setting up his own consultancy in 1997, he has specialised on geotechnical design for contractors on a wide range of challenging infrastructure projects both nationally and internationally. Ian has also acted as the geotechnical expert witness on numerous claims around the world including UK, Ireland, Hong Kong, Middle East, Kazakhstan and New Zealand.
Ian was a founder and former chairman of the Yorkshire Geotechnical Group more than 25 years ago as well as a committee member of the British Geotechnical Association. He has a collection of publications which cover a wide range of disciplines including earthworks, pile testing, soil nailing, value engineering and contracts.




This meeting is in person at the University of Birmingham. Details to the left.
MGS Season 2025-26 Events and Lectures:
	  Day
	Date
	Speaker
	Title 
	Location

	Mon
	13th Apr
	Ian Webber Coffey Geotechnics
	Concept Design: The Repurposing of Cigarette Packets
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	11th May
	Gareth Mason Mott MacDonald
	AGM and Environmental Lecture: From Theory to Practice: Delivering Sustainability in Geotechnical Projects
	Uni of Birm



	









image2.jpeg
UNIVE]
BIRMINGHAM





image3.jpeg




image1.png




