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Meeting Venue
University of Birmingham, Engineering Building (Y3)
Refreshments 6-6.30pm Room G37
Talk 6.30-8.00pm Lecture Theatre G34
The lecture will be recorded and made available via the members area of the website.
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Monday 2nd February 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk92453032]The History and Relevance of the ARUP Mining Database Study (The Review of Mining Instability)
Adrian Collings, ARUP

Abstract
The Review of Mining Instability (Arup 1990) was compiled in the late 1980s to reflect changes to the planning regulations, which required ground instability to be considered at the planning stage. It was the first (and probably still is) the only comprehensive and countrywide compilation of all types of mining. The traditional coalfield areas were excluded. The Review comprises three components: 
· Regional Reports and accompanying Atlas, depicting the location of Mine Workings; 
· Technical Reports; and 
· Case Studies (11 No.)

The Regional Reports contain a manual database on the location of every non coalfield mine in Great Britain. Each location is backed up by a reference or source. This is the most important part of the Review. The data from the manual database forms the basis for the Regional Atlas, which shows the locations of the mines at a scale of 1:250 000 to a resolution of 1.0km. An allowance for uncertainty was included as a designation of ‘inconclusive mining’.   Subsequently, in 2002, the Regional Atlas was acquired by Landmark, and the pixelated depiction of the mining areas on the Regional Atlas was captured as a layer, which continues to inform residential search reports. Only the Regional Atlas was acquired, not the mine location database that underpinned the Atlas. 

A case study will be included in the presentation illustrating a coal mine about 2km from Birmingham University, and one of the Review Case Studies (Stafford Brine Pumping) is summarised. Arup still provides a service, consulting the mine location database, to clarify a Regional Atlas depiction, flagged in a residential search report.





Speaker

Adrian Collings is a retired Senior Geologist who was based in the Arup Birmingham, Midlands Office. His early career was concerned with the geological background to the location and stability of the Silurian Limestone Mines in the West Midlands and Shropshire. This included underground inspections, of the accessible Limestone Mine Workings under Dudley and Ironbridge. This background then led to a substantial contribution to the Review of Mining Instability.  In later career the understanding of the importance of Geology and Ground Conditions to Civil Engineering formed the basis to input to many Infrastructure Projects, like the M6 Toll, many locations in Ireland and Airports in Istanbul. Through the various Infrastructure Projects in the Midlands, Adrian has gained much experience on the subtleties and weathering of the Mercia Mudstone Group and its saliferous component.    




This meeting is in person at the University of Birmingham. Details to the left.
MGS Season 2025-26 Events and Lectures:
	  Day
	Date
	Speaker
	Title 
	Location

	Mon
	2nd Feb
	Adrian Collings
Arup
	The history and relevance of the ARUP Mining Database study 
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	2nd Mar
	Alan Phear
Arup
	Les Nichol Award Lecture
Chalk earthworks – past, present and future
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	13th Apr
	Ian Webber Coffey Geotechnics
	Concept Design: The Repurposing of Cigarette Packets
	Uni of Birm

	Mon
	11th May
	Gareth Mason Mott MacDonald
	AGM and Environmental Lecture
	Uni of Birm
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